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Principal 

Throughout 2017, students and students have embraced the many opportunities which have come their way in true 

Salesian spirit. 

 

Congratulations to Carter Hills (12 Prest) who is the 2017 Dux of the College with an 

outstanding ATAR 99.55. Congratulations to all students on their fine results. Thanks to 

staff for all their time, skill and effort in supporting the students throughout their secondary 

education. 

 

Father Martin Tanti, Father Jim Acreman and Brother Michael Harris have supported the 

College community throughout the year and I thank them for their dedication. In this same 

spirit, I acknowledge the work of the College Board especially Father Alan Fox who, as 

President of the Canonical Administrators, provides wonderful support to our community. 

Thank you to Mr John Lee for his outstanding service to the Finance Committee over many 

years. 

 

Recently we held a special gathering to acknowledge the retirement of Mr Jim Collins following 40 years of dedicated 

service as a teacher at St Josephôs College. Ms Sandy Elliott and Mr Ken Parker have also retired and I acknowledge 

their outstanding commitment to the College over many years. We also acknowledge Mrs Karen Lee who retires from 

over 30 years of service to the community, including her work on the College Board and her work with the students.  

 

At this time, we farewell a number of staff who are leaving to pursue other interests. We sincerely thank them for their 

commitment and wish them well: Mr Laurie Cilia, Ms Jana Scholes, Ms Stacey Dart, Mrs Krysta Kors, Ms Fiona 

McDonald and Ms Denise Mahon. 

 

We also thank a number of staff who have completed contract positions at the College: Ms Cassandra Leeson, Ms 

Ottilie Buszard, Ms Noriko Bui, Ms Penelope Arvanitakis, Ms Esther Yamada and Mr Justin Woodcock.  

 

Recently, students participated in the Australian Schools Basketball Championships in three divisions (Senior, 

Intermediate and Junior). Although playing extremely well and making it through to the Gold Medal games, the 

Intermediate Team finished runners-up to Rowville Secondary College. This effort placed our Intermediate Team in the 

top two schools throughout Australia. Thanks to Mr Paul Trubiani, coaches and students who produced formidable 

performances. 

 

We are in the midst of the Advent Season as we prepare for celebration of Christmas. I wish you all a joyous and hope -

filled Christmas. Thank you for your support throughout 2017 which is deeply appreciated. I look forward to spending 

time with you next year. 

 

Ms Cathy Livingston 

Principal 



We Ask a Lot of Our Leaders 

People think that leadership is about getting people to do things for you while you sit back. In Mel Brooksô History of 

the World Part 1, the French King Louis XVI is portrayed as a self-absorbed and indulged monarch who does what he 

wants when he wants and has the catch-cry ñItôs good to be the king!ò 

 

Certainly, leadership has its privileges, and we are drawn to leadership, at least partially, because of these rewards, 

but to imagine that leadership is all about what a person can get for themselves is an error. Leadership is instead 

about helping create better circumstances for everyone, not just for themselves. To achieve this, leaders must often 

sacrifice, rather than secure, their own comforts.  

 

Our newly elected student leaders recently discovered for themselves. They are decent young men who offered 

themselves for leadership and gained the confidence of their classmates and teachers enough for them to be elected. 

Since then, they have learned that leadership is about sacrifice as much as it is about influence.  

 

It started with the Salesian Captainsô Conference at Nagle College 

in Bairnsdale, where the 2018 leaders of Salesian schools from 

across Australia gathered to learn about leadership. Together with 

our Principal, Ms Livingston, Year 12 Coordinator 2018, Ms 

Bantock, and me, the incoming College Captains, Jude Islip and 

William Morrison, and SRC President, Joshua Gaul, headed to 

Bairnsdale for the Conference. On the surface, it was all fun: the 

opportunity to meet other young people from across Australia, the 

chance to spend a day at Lakes Entrance and some time away 

from home. But what happened beneath the surface, while vital 

and rewarding, was far more demanding than that. They lost a 

weekend, lived in a caravan park, spent over seven hours on the 

road and, when they returned to St Josephôs College, had to catch 

up on the Headstart work they missed. 

 

It didnôt stop there. A couple of days later, the same three young men joined Ms Livingston and me at the ACC 2018 

Launch at Simonds College in West Melbourne. The evening gave them the opportunity to meet with the student 

leaders of each of the 11 member schools of the ACC. They also had to give a presentation on their school to the 

gathered captains, principals and deputy principals. Again, while the meal was lovely and the company good, the boys 

gave up so much of their own time and had to face the nerve-wracking prospect of speaking publicly to a room of 

strangers.  
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Not long after that, the College Captains, together with other Year 

12 2017 Leaders and current Year 9 and 10 student leaders, met 

the Year 7 students of 2018 as their Big Brothers during 

Orientation Day. On this day, the leaders spent several hours  

working with the Year 7 students and teachers, making sure that 

their introduction to St Josephôs was a safe and settled one. They 

worked all day, then returned to their Headstart classes. 

 

In each of these instances, these young men gave of themselves 

to make the experience of the many better than it would otherwise 

have been. Mel Brooksô Louis XVI may have been correct when he 

said ñItôs good to be 

the kingò, but 

perhaps not in the way the comic intended. Itôs good to be a leader, not 

because of what you can get out of it, but because, through making a few 

sacrifices, of what you can give everyone. 

 

Yes, we ask a lot of leaders. Luckily, they deliver. Each and every time.  

 

Mr Guido Piotti 

Deputy Principal Ł Students 

 

 

Thanksgiving Awards 7 Dec 2017 

Congratulations to all recipients of the Semester Two Academic and Community Awards.  

 

Academic Awards 

Year 7 to 11 College Dux 2017 

The Dux for each year level is the student who has achieved the highest overall grades for his cohort (includes any 

accelerated studies). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Principalôs Commendation of Excellence Award 2017 

Awarded to students whose academic performance places them in the top 10% of their cohort.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Deputy Principal Ł Teaching and Learning 

St Josephôs Year 7 Academic óDuxô  Sean Wright 

St Josephôs Year 8 Academic óDuxô Leroy Breeden 

St Josephôs Year 9 Academic óDuxô Daniel Acret 

St Josephôs Year 10 Academic óDuxô Abel Sujeev 

St Josephôs Year 11 Academic óDuxô Lucas Neumaier 

 St Josephôs Intermediate VCAL Award Christopher Chalman 

Year 7 Year 8 

Roger Anthony Aidan Beattie 

Hamish Chandler-Wright Leroy Breeden 

Perrin Dedhia Jack Connell 

Alexander Doyle William Copelin 

Riley Frith Samuel Corish 


