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The College extends a special congratulations to Father William Matthews sdb who was officially installed as the 

11th Salesian Provincial of Australia-Pacific for a six-year term in February. As a community, we will continue to keep 

Father Will in our thoughts and prayers. 

 

Since the start of the year, we have hosted a number of óOpen Daysô 

for prospective families with many taking the opportunity to learn about 

the óSt Josephôs Differenceô. During these events, our student 

Ambassadors led families in small group tours providing countless 

insights into life at their College. Our next major Open Day is on 

Sunday 18 March from 9.30am-1pm. Enrolments for Year 7 2020 close 

in August this year. 

 

On Sunday 4 March, we joined the community of St John the Baptist 

Parish, Ferntree Gully, to celebrate the Eucharist. Staff, students and 

parents participated under the guidance of Miss Bronwyn Dean. Father 

Alan Fox, President of the Canonical Administrators of College, 

celebrated the Mass with our College Rector, Father Martin Tanti.  

 

The College Swimming Squad recently competed in the ACC Swimming Carnival. The Squad finished in 3 rd position of 

Division 2 with some great results. My thanks to the swimmers, Mr Steve Clarke (Head Coach), Mr Paul Trubiani 

(Director of Sport) and support staff. I encourage you to regularly visit http://www.accmelb.com.au/ for a very 

comprehensive overview of ACC activities. 

 

The annual Year 8 Father and Son evening was held recently which gave those involved the opportunity to deepen their 

relationships through the processes led by Mr Bill Jennings (Director of Time and Space).  

 

We pray for Cameron Johnson (Class of 2016) who died recently. We extend our sympathy to Cameronôs family 

including his brothers, Michael (11 OôSullivan) and Lauchlin (9 Edwards). 

 

With every blessing as we continue in the season of Lent.  

 

Ms Cathy Livingston 

Principal 

http://www.accmelb.com.au/
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Deputy Principal (Years 10Ł12) 

The Secret of Carterôs Success 

In Week 4 we held our first Whole School Assembly of the year where, among other things, we 

celebrated our high achieving students of 2017. It was great seeing some of our boys back to meet the St 

Josephôs community, and particularly hearing from Carter Hills, Dux of 2017 with an ATAR of 99.55. 

 

Carter addressed the community in his Duxôs speech, demonstrating his deep affection for St Josephôs College and 

giving an insight into the secret of his success to the current students.  

 

It may come as a bit of a surprise that Carter attributed his success firstly not to himself, but to others. He said:  

 

First of all, Iôd like to highlight the ongoing support that my family, friends and the College offered 

through my entire schooling, particularly Year 12. It sounds really cliché, but in all honesty the 

educational journey is one that cannot be done alone, and although all of my Year 12 teachers are 

actually no longer here at the College, my relationships with staff members here were undoubtedly 

key to my own and many othersô success.  

 

So, according to Carter, the most successful student of 2017 and one of the most successful 

students in St Josephôs more than fifty years of history, success is about other people and, we 

need other people for us to be the best we can be: the educational journey is one that cannot be 

done alone. As St John Bosco told us over 150 years ago, and Carter told us a few days ago, relationships are the ókeyô 

to success. 

 

Carter also stressed the point that success is a journey, coming to fruition in Year 12, but seeded long before, as he 

illustrated when he singled out his Year 7 teacher: Iôd like to thank Mr Di Donato who as my Year 7 teacher inspired me 

to achieve my academic best and was always there for me throughout the years.  

 

Carter sees success as a personal journey, a challenge against oneself:  

  

Success differs from person to person, and one grade, score, or ranking can mean very different things to 

different people. In order to succeed, you ultimately have to surpass your own personal expectations, and at the 

end of it all, know that you achieved what you set out to do; thatôs what true satisfaction and success is.  

 

In keeping with his beliefs about success, Carter advocates the formation of a personal goal around success, a 

destination for the end of the journey, one that helps us chart our course:  

 

Have a goal, one that you are unequivocally passionate about, and work towards it. Simple, I know. The reason 

I say this is because neither I nor any of the other members of the Class of 2017 standing up here with me 

happened to stumble across success. Instead, our success was the fruit of an initial, individual goal that came 

together with every SAC grade, practice exam and final exam performance culminating with a combination of 

study scores.  

 

Carter also spoke about the power of motivation, something that comes from within, rather than something imposed 

from without. 

 

After all, that goal needs to be what motivates and drives you to study, and it needs to mean a lot to you. 

Otherwise why would you put in the work? 
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The use of time is critical to success, and Carter offered this:  

 

Itôs about how you spend your time, not how much time you spendé  

 

Furthermore, the way in which you divide your revision time is also imperative; the top students didnôt spend 

countless hours every night mindlessly flicking through textbook questions, rewriting notes and sacrificing their 

social lives searching for a high ATAR, but rather spent time completing focussed tasks that improve their 

weak areas and occasionally practicing their strengths. As difficult as it might be, working hard on your weaker 

subjects will pay dividends come results day.  

 

He also stresses the importance of achieving balance, and management of time is vital to this:   

 

Your time, which can quickly become very valuable, needs to be filled with a balanced lifestyle, consisting of 

both relaxation, and study.  

 

To the Year 12s this year aiming high: donôt think that you need to commit your whole life to achieving a good 

score.  There comes a point where too much study can be detrimental to your marks, and, critically, your 

health. Listen to your body and follow your impulses.  

 

Carterôs final advice about success is about self-belief, something born of continuously exposing oneself to things that 

inspire and motivate and to be with people who will provide constant support:  

 

The one thing that matters when it comes down to it is to have confidence in yourself. I know that it is much 

easier said than done but exposing yourself to things that inspire and motivate you and surrounding yourself 

with people who believe in you for every step of the way is really the best way to pump up your confidence and 

thus elevate your performance during SACs and exams. This confidence is essential to staying calm and 

efficiently recalling and producing information when under pressure, and once developed will help you in every 

step as you advance through life. To the Year 12s again, thatôs really the best advice I can give, you have to be 

your own biggest fan, and donôt question yourself or your efforts, trust that youôve done everything you can to 

prepare. If you can overcome this mental obstacle youôre already over halfway to achieving your goals. 

 

So what is the secret to success according to Carter Hills, Dux of St Josephôs College? 

 

Support from others Ł family, friends, school. 

Relationships. 

Success is part of an ongoing journey. 

Success is about overcoming personal challenges. 

Motivation is a key to success and comes from within. 

Manage your time well Ł be creative and constructive in how you use it.  

Find balance. 

Believe in yourself, seek out positive experiences and positive people. 

 

Finally, I would like to thank Carter for the insights he gave us into how he achieved his success, and wish him and all 

of the members of the class of 2017 every good fortune as they continue on to this next phase of their journey.  

 

Agite Quae Didicistis. 

 

Mr Guido Piotti 

Deputy Principal (Years 10Ł12) 
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Deputy Principal (Years 7Ł9) 

Year 8 Father-Son Evening Tuesday 27 February 

The Year 8 Father and Son night was held on the evening of Tuesday 27 February.  

 

The College stadium was abuzz with activity and discussion between the boys and their parents.  

 

After a few warm up games (which the boys mostly won, 

of course!), the fathers and their respective sons were 

separated into different groups with the opportunity to 

reflect on what makes their significant other so special. 

For the few staff who were privileged enough to share 

these discussions it was a special moment indeed. 

There was a lot of love in those rooms.  

 

Following on from this question, the boys were given a 

chance to have their say about the expectations their 

dads place on them (and yes there were a few 

grumblings about óchoirsô and the like). The beauty of this 

discussion was that the dads got to hear these 

messages from the boys of other dads. Not surprisingly, 

they had heard similar grumblings before! The dads in 

particular, appreciated this unique opportunity. The dads 

were given the opportunity to talk about the factors that 

make parenting so challenging. The common themes were use of electronic devices and getting the boys to complete 

homework. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Once the small group discussions were complete, the boys and their dads met up in pairs to discuss some key 

questions about their relationship. The presenter, Bill Jennings, encouraged the dads and their sons to keep this 

practice as a regular occurrence, challenging the boys to make a ódateô with their dads every six months, ójust to check 

in on each otherô.   

 

It was a powerful evening of learning for all in attendance. We should never underestimate the importance of listening to 

each other, regardless of age or the roles we play in each otherôs lives. Those in attendance will no doubt savour this 

memory and what a gift that is.  

 

Father-Son Evening 

 óRock n Waterô warm up activities óHackey sacô games 
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Thank you to all students, parents and staff who attended the evening. Particular thanks to our panel of speakers Mr 

Lawrence Hurley, Mr Brad Krawczyk, Tom Keene (10 Prest) and Joel Francis (11 Cantamessa) and to Bill Jennings, our 

presenter and facilitator, for sharing his wonderful talent of extracting rich conversation.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr Andrew Cooper 

Deputy Principal (Years 7Ł9) 

 

 Panel discussion (Bill Jennings center) Father and Son Ł Small Group Discussions 

óGetting down to businessô Ł Fathers and Sons óchecking inô on each other 
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Prayer 

God of Love,  

through this Lenten journey, 

purify my desires to serve you. 

Free me from any temptations to judge others, 

to place myself above others. 

Please let me surrender even my impatience 

with others, that with your love and your grace, 

I might be less and less absorbed with myself, 

and more and more full of the desire 

to follow you, in laying down my life 

according to your example. 

 

I ask this through your son, Jesus,  

who stands at my side  

today and always. 

 

Amen 

Our Salesian Family 2018  

2018 has begun with two great celebrations; the installation of the new provincial, Fr Will Matthews, and 

the Salesian Youth Festival celebrating Don Bosco. We have also had the pleasure of hosting Br Daniel 

Rafanomezantsoa at school for about three weeks in February as part of the annual formation visitation 

for the Salesian Brothers. Br Daniel spent time on Year 7 camp, in classes and helping with Masses and 

Liturgies. 

 

The Mass was held at St Margaret Maryôs Parish Church on Tuesday 30 January, 

the eve of St John Boscoôs Feast day. Fr Will was installed by Fr Vaclav Klement 

SDB, EAO Regional Councillor, during the Mass. There were many of the Salesian 

Family present at the Mass, as well as College staff. It was a lovely celebration with 

a special blessing for Fr Will and delicious supper served after the event.  

 

 

 

 

Religious Education 


