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Principal
Forging the Future
Over the Term break, I was fortunate to participate in an educational leaders’ conference in Perth. Social
researcher, Mark McCrindle, was among a strong line up of speakers over the four days. As Principals of
schools across Australia, we were challenged to ensure that we are preparing our students for a future
where the world of work is very different to what it is today. Bernard Salt also presented. He is famous for
his editorial piece in The Australian popularising the term “smashed avocados”. He was able to provide insights into the
future which complemented the trends in education presented by Mark McCrindle. The theme of the conference sat well
with the St Joseph’s College’s vision that “We are a School that Prepares for Life”.
Final Days
As we move into Term 4, Year 12s are completing their final days of formal classes in VCE, VET and VCAL. Our
thoughts and prayers are with the students and their families as they prepare for exams.
College Captains 2020
Congratulations to Max Brasher (11 Prest) and Corey (CJ) Preston (11 Prest) who have been elected as College
Captains for 2020. The photo was taken in my office just after each of the boys was invited to take up the position.
Further announcements regarding the 2020 Student Leadership Team will be made in the next Newsletter.

L-R: Max Brasher and Corey Preston

Enrolment Year 7 2020/2021
If you are aware of any families seeking enrolment for their sons at the College in 2020 or 2021, please encourage them
to contact my office to discuss the enrolment process.
Reunion Class of 2009
The Reunion of the Class of 2009 is being held on Wednesday 23 October 6pm-8pm at the College. Please register on
line http://stjosephs.com.au/news-events/.

Ms Cathy Livingston
Principal
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Director of Students
Welcome back to St Joseph’s College to all students and families for what promises to be a busy Term 4.
It is hard to believe that we are only weeks away from the end of the 2019 school year, with a number of
exams and important assessments sitting just on the horizon.
As students return from their break, it is timely to remind everyone of expectations regarding the wearing
of the Summer Uniform. Short sleeve shirts with the College logo on the pocket, grey shorts, plain grey socks and black
leather or leather like lace up shoes are the compulsory items along with the St Joseph’s College back pack. Students
may also wear their blazer or jumper if need be but are reminded that it is the blazer or shirt that is expected to be worn
as the outer garment as they enter and leave the College grounds each day.

All other uniform rules remain the same as per personal appearance. This means no piercings in the ear or any part of
the face will be allowed and students are expected to be clean shaved each day.
Good luck to all students and staff as the transition out of school holiday mode and back into working mode begins.

Mr Liam O’Keefe
Director of Students

Prayer

God of truth and love,
Father Son and Holy Spirit,
Hear our prayer for those who do not know You.
We ask that they may come to a saving knowledge of the truth and that Your Name may be praised among all peoples
of the world.
Sustain, inspire and enlighten Your servants who bring them the Gospel.
Bring fresh vigour to wavering faith; sustain our faith when it is still fragile. Continually renew missionary zeal in
ourselves and in the Church; raise up new missionaries who will follow You to the ends of the world.
Make us witnesses to Your goodness; full of love, strength and faith – for Your glory and the salvation of the entire
world.

– A Prayer for Missions
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Religious Education
Australian Catholic Youth Festival (ACYF) December 2019 – Perth
https://youthfestival.catholic.org.au/
Preparations are underway for 12 of our senior students to attend the Youth Festival in December.
Thanks to MS Bronwyn Dean for undertaking the student application process and preparations for this
event. We look forward to a great experience in December. This year the Australian Catholic Youth
Festival will be held 7-12 December in Perth WA.
Variety Night 2019
Thank you to all those who made it a great night of entertainment at the Annual Combined ‘Variety Night’ a wonderful
time with a great purpose for help CARITAS Australia and its Emergency Relief Appeal.

With the combined efforts of the St Joseph’s College and Mater Christi College communities on Friday 13 September,
we were able to raise $1,241.30 to donate to CARITAS.
In my absence, I would like to acknowledge the work of Ms Bronwyn Dean, Ms Sophie Maclure and Mr Domenic Fera
for their efforts to organise and run the event with the Student Leaders. Well Done.
St Vincent de Paul Donation 2019
Thanks to all the students and staff who made great contributions to the 2019 Tinnies 4 Vinnies appeal. We were able
to donate over 4000 items of food, 1000 items for the op shop and $1,000 to the Ferntree Gully Conference for their
support of the needy in our community.
Sanjiwani Appeal 2019
We received a lovely acknowledgement of our donation to the Appeal this week. We wish Dr Louise good luck with the
preparations for the big event in December and know that the small effort we went to will help many in he community of
Sanjiwani in Nepal.
The latest Salesian Bulletin (Spring 2019) can be read by clicking on this link.
The latest Salesian Missions Newsletter can be read by clicking on this link.
Ms Ann Maree Pagon
Director of Religious Education
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Year 8
At the end of last term, three teams from St Joseph’s competed in the Victorian Schools Championship.
On our first day of competition our Senior and Junior team finished top of their tables and qualified for the
State Finals. Our Intermediate team put up a great fight, but unfortunately did not progress to the next
round.
With a few slight changes to our Senior Team, bringing in the School Captain Jack Moses into defence
and Frankie Trott into the midcourt, our Senior Team was looking formidable. After a long day of tough competition, our
Seniors made it into the top four and finals. Versing top of the table, Flinders College, in the preliminary final we
unfortunately lost, claiming fourth in the State.

Two days laters our Junior team competed. Unfortunately it was a much depleated team, as our squad of 10 was
whittled down to 7, losing two key defenders and a shooter to illness. With the aim just to do our best and have fun, the
Juniors surprised themselves rising to the challenge and, like the Seniors, made it into the finals at the end of the day.
After a stellar effort and an incredible day our Juniors also finished fourth in the state.
While all the St Joseph’s teams performed admirably on court over the three days of competition, it was the comments
made by umpires and opposition coaches that praised our boys’ respectful sportsmanship on the court that was the real
highlight.

Ms Jacqui Cooke
Year 8 Leader
stjosephs.com.au | news.stjosephs.com.au
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Year 8
Term 4 is upon us and a great time for Year 8 students to consolidate their learning. In all subjects
students should be taking the time to revise what they have learnt. Ways in which they can do this
includes summarising notes, going back over tests and class questions. It is through this revision that
their learning will strengthen into the future. Students should not wait for their teachers to ask them to
revise. They should begin developing a habit of revising at their own initiative.
There are a number of significant events for students to look forward to in Term 4. Year 8 students will be sitting
Semester Tests in English and Mathematics in early to mid November. This will help students develop study skills for
future years. Students will also be involved in selecting Year 9 subjects and orientating into the Valdocco program.
There will be student and parent information sessions coming up for these which will explain everything and students
and parents can ask questions they might have. Both the Year Level leader, Jacqui Cooke and myself have worked at
Valdocco and can answer some general questions but the Valdocco staff are the experts on what the 2020 program will
involve.
Many Homerooms will complete their Four Seasons Bike Ride in the next few weeks. These are days of great learning
where students have the opportunity to learn many bike safety skills which will be valuable not only on Year 9
Expedition but anytime they ride.
Year 8 overnight camp is on in November. Students will be on camp for one night. The night is different depending on
what Homeroom they are in. This also give students valuable experience in hiking and abseiling. Students learnt how to
pack a backpack, set up a tent and use a Trangia to cook.
As you can see, Term 4 is jam packed with learning for the Year 8s. Welcome back and let’s enjoy this exciting term.
Mr Carl Di Stefano
Year 8 Learning Leader

Year 10
Term 4, Study, Exams and Head Start
Importance of Gratitude
Many times the importance of gratitude has been impressed upon people at this school.
The Resilience Project and other Resilience surveys and the like make an impact when
they are focused on but it is so important to stay on top of that.

When the Resilience Project presented to the school in 2016 it was a very powerful event. They also visited St Joseph’s
in Boronia in 2017 which I also attended and that is the message of this article. It is easy to fall into the trap of “woe is
me” but gratitude is something that helps to get us out of that situation and most of us need constant reminders of how
grateful we should be for the good people we are surrounded by, the good opportunities that are made available to us,
and all in all just a good situation we find ourselves in to live and to grow.
There are seven scientifically proven benefits of gratitude.
•
•
•
•

Gratitude opens the door to more relationships.
Gratitude improves physical health.
Gratitude improves psychological health.
Gratitude enhances empathy and reduces aggression.
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•
•
•

Grateful people sleep better.
Gratitude improves self-esteem.
Gratitude increases mental strength.

All of us would benefit from all of this. Reading one of the twenty-one day gratitude journals that are around there are
also different activities that are encouraged. The main focus is seeing the world and yourself as positives. There are
also actions like calling people you haven’t talked to for a while which can make a much bigger impression on someone
than we realise. There are big events in Term 4 including exams, reports and finishing school. Being grateful for what
you have makes everything better.
Study, Exams, Head Start
For Year 10, we have an exciting Term ahead with examinations starting in Week 7 and in Week 6 for those studying a
VCE subject. It is integral that the boys start developing positive study habits early in order to achieve success in their
second set of Senior School examinations.
One of the study resources that the boys are encouraged to use is the ARVO Study Program (Afternoon Re-Vision
and Organisation). This is a program that you can encourage your sons to attend if you feel that they need a little extra
help. This takes place Thursdays after school in Room 12 (3:20pm-4:00pm). Both myself and other Year 10 staff
members are there to offer help with English, Mathematics, Religious Education, Science and basic study skills.
The skills and content taught by the teachers this term will be imperative to your son’s success in the upcoming exams.
Teachers will emphasis on organisational skills, developing positive work habits and creating a positive learning
environment throughout the next few weeks.
We wish your son the best with this term!

Mr Tom Fay
Year 10 Leader

Ms Asheigh Fleming
Year 10 Learning Leader

Languages
Hello everyone!
At the moment, Education Perfect is currently running a video making competition, and we would love
to have some entries from St. Joseph's!
Here are the main details:

•
•

End Date: Monday 11 November.

•

Languages: Arabic, Chinese, EAL/ESOL, French, German, Greek, Indonesian, Italian, Japanese, Māori and
Spanish.

•

Categories: Years 3-6, 7 & 8 and 9 & 10.

How to submit the video: Students upload their video through the video competition lesson in the content library
(this has been assigned as a task).

There are some prizes up for grabs for each category!
If you are interested, please look at the assigned task on Education Perfect, 'Video Making Competition: Student
lesson'. There are also materials assigned to help you in 'Video Making competition material'. If you would like to give
the competition a go, please let me know!
Happy videoing!
Ms Chiara Giacomuzzi
Languages Leader
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Sport
House Swimming Carnival
There was great excitement during the final week of Term 3, with the House Swimming Carnival taking
place on the Tuesday at the acclaimed Melbourne Sports and Aquatic Centre (MSAC). The competitionstandard Indoor Pool was the perfect setting for this significant full-school event, as the grandstand was
filled with the colours of the four competing House teams.
With this event being the final House Carnival for our Year 12 students, it has become in recent years a terrific celebration of sport, House spirit and mateship for these boys. There was as always, many elaborate novelty costumes on
display from the senior students, which provided for great entertainment on pool deck.
There was again great action in the pool to keep the spectators engaged. The jam-packed program of approximately
70 events included individual 50m races across all four strokes, along with a number of Medley and Freestyle Relays
across each of the age groups. Being an event that encourages maximum participation, it is great to see many students from all year levels with varying swimming abilities competing throughout the day.
All eyes turned to the pool as the marquee race of the day, the Open 50m Freestyle Final got underway. Showcasing
the 10 fastest recorded athletes from the heats, this year’s final featured students from 5 of the six year levels. With
the “Joeys Super Fish” Title up for grabs, it was Year 10 Rua student, Rhys Starr making it back-to-back wins, stopping the clock in an impressive time of 27.69 seconds. A special mention also to Year 7 Rua student, Logan McDonald who finished second, with a time of 28.62.
With all of the results tallied, it was Rua House that were victorious, with House Captains John McLachlan and Ben
O’Brien presented with the winning House Shield. Congratulations to Rua House Leaders, Mr Di Donato and Mr Fera,
along with all the students and staff from Rua House for being named House Swimming Champions for 2019. Thank
you also to all of the students and staff that participated so positively throughout the day, making for an enjoyable
event.
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ACC Cross Country
The 2019 ACC Cross Country Carnival took place late in Term 3 at
Bundoora Park. Ideal conditions greeted the 623 athletes from the 12
competing schools, with the familiar course providing a great challenge for
runners, as they navigated their way across one of the highest points in
the Melbourne Metropolitan area.

all

Having claimed back-to-back Division 2 Championships in recent years,
our boys were for the first time competing in the Division 1 category at a
U14 Cross Country Team
major ACC Carnival. Despite this significant challenge, our boys embraced the
opportunity, competing to the very best of their ability amongst a very strong field.
There were a number of terrific individual performances on the day with U13 runner Mitchell Gamel (9 th) and U16
competitor Troy Maggs (8th) both finishing in the Top 10 of Division 1 for their respective age groups. The U13 and U17
teams were our best performed age groups on the day, both finishing in 5 th place overall amongst the Division 1
competition.
I would like to acknowledge the tremendous commitment from the 44 students across all year levels that comprised our
squad. They represented the school incredibly well, supporting each other to be their best. A special mention also to our
Year 12 competitors, for their outstanding dedication to school Cross Country over many years.
Well done boys.

Senior Cross Country Team

U16 Cross Country Team

Tom Gasparroni

U17 Cross Country Team

U15 Cross Country Team

U13 Cross Country Team

Mr Paul Trubiani
Director of Sport
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Music
Music is an incredibly visible and exciting part of the culture at St Joseph’s College.
“To me, music is my greatest friend. It’s there through all the ups and downs, it’s my escape when I
need to get away and most importantly, it connects me with other amazing, talented people who
share the same love for music as I do.”
Benito Seguin (Year 11 O’Mara)
Term 3 was full of excursions, concerts, competitions ad assessments. The boys involved in the Music Department have
worked hard and represented the College in a positive manner on all occasions.

Variety Night
Variety Night was a sensational evening, combining the talents of students from St Joseph’s College and Mater Christi
College and raising money for Caritas Australia. Well done to our organising team of students from both schools,
organising and planning an entertaining night of performances. It was a fantastic evening and congratulations to all
students involved.

VCE Music Performance Evening: (please use photos from photo drive)
On Thursday the 19th of September, our four VCE Music students performed their entire end of year recital to an
audience of friends, family, teachers and music lovers. This was a learning activity to prepare the students for their 25
minute VCE Performance Exam worth 50% of their final mark. The students performed well and have pin pointed
specific areas that they would like to focus on between now and their exam which takes place in mid October.
Performers:
William Taylor:
Ben Harris:
Jamieson Doyle:
Benito Seguin:

Flute
Clarinet
Clarinet
Piano

Student Voice

“At this point, we are focusing on our expression, leadership as a soloist, accuracy of pitch, light and shade and how we
present ourselves. We have been working on the pieces for over 8 months. We know the songs, we know the notes and
it is now about bringing the songs to life through our own form of story telling.” William Taylor (12 Edwards)
ACC Rock Band Competition:
The ACC Rock Band Competition was the final ACC music event for the year. Fifteen students attended vocal, guitar
and drumming workshops at CBC St. Kilda. The workshops were led by professional musicians who are currently
actively working in the rock music industry. In the afternoon, our band competed in the competition performing a very
energetic and entertaining version of a Coldplay classic. Congratulations to all boys involved in the day.
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Rock Band: boys who performed in the competition
Guitar and Vocals:
Mitch McGregor
Guitar:
Ned Godbehere
Drums:
Josh Briggs
Bass:
Sam Corish
Salesian Youth Retreat
On Saturday 5 October, six students represented the College at the Salesian Youth Retreat run by Fr Chis Ford and
the Australian Salesian Youth Community. The retreat took place up at the Lysterfield Retreat Centre and allowed the
boys to stop, pause and reflect as well as learning more about the Salesian culture.

A New Group for Year 7s
Year 7 students please join the College Orchestra on Tuesday Lunch Times and Wednesday mornings. We invite all
students to join.
St Joseph’s College Music Groups
Please come along at the scheduled times

Monday
Before
School

Tuesday

Wednesday

VCE support in the
Music House: 8am

College Stage
Band
8:45am – 10am

Thursday

Friday
VCE support in the
Music House: 8am

Led by
Miss Trea Hindley
Lunch
Time

Barbershop
Quartet

Rock Band
Led by
Miss Maclure

Jazz Band
Led by
Mr Giles Warren

Choir
Led by
Mr James Ferguson

Chamber
Ensemble
Led by
Mr Daniel Tedford

After
School

College Orchestra
Led by
Mr Giles Warren
Year 7
Junior Band
Led by
Mr Giles Warren

Drumline
Led by
Mr Dayne Lawless
3:30pm – 4:30pm

If your son is interested in being involved in any of our groups, please do not hesitate to contact me
Ms Bronwyn Dean
bdean@stjosephs.com.au
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English
What’s on in Term 4?
As we enter the final quarter of the year, it is opportune to reflect on how far our boys have come.
After three terms in the English classroom our students will have not only consolidated but developed many new skills.
In terms of the Victorian Curriculum, our students have moved up another level, but as we know, what they have
gained throughout the year is far more exciting and important than that.
Our boys have become better readers, better writers, better thinkers and better communicators. Term four sees our
boys preparing for whatever 2020 has in store for them:
For Years 7 to 9, it will be preparing our boys for their next year of schooling. Ensuring they are armed with the ability to
be active learners as they begin new courses and tackle new ideas and texts.
For our Year 10s they will be preparing to start their VCE or VCAL journey, or to be suitably equipped to enter the
workforce.
For our Year 11s, the boys need to have the necessary skills to survive and thrive in a Year 12 English classroom,
where the expectation is high and the competition is fierce.
And finally, our Year 12s are furiously preparing for a three-hour English exam that will influence their study score,
ATAR and pathway for 2020, whatever that may be.

But our boys are not quite at their end of this year’s journey yet. They still have much more writing, developing of ideas,
preparing for assessments and reading ahead of them, as they continue their passage through their last term of the
year.
Below is a list of the topics covered at each Year level in English classes:
Year 7: Informative writing and debating.
Year 8: Film as text- students will learn how to analyse film and understanding the different film techniques using
Edward Scissorhands as the text platform.
Year 9: Using the texts studied throughout the year, students will look at the unifying themes, issues and ideas and
write comparative responses in response to essay topics.
Year 10: Setting up the foundation for the VCE course, students will learn how written and visual language, as well as
arguments and argument strategy can impact a particular audience.
Year 11: Unit 2 Outcome 2: Analysing Argument. Students will analyse persuasive texts and analyse how argument,
written and visual language are used to influence an audience.
Year 12: Preparation and revision for the upcoming exams. As well as attend classes, students will meet regularly with
their teacher to continue to develop their essay writing skills.
Ms Melissa Young
English Leader
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Pathways

Reminder: VTAC 2020 Key Dates
VTAC Personal Statement

Friday 6 December 2019

ATARs Released

Thursday 12 December 2019

COP for December Round Offers closes

Saturday 14 December 2019

December Round Offers

Wednesday 18 December 2019

Change of Preference (COP) closes

Friday 20 December 2019

January Round International Offers

Tuesday 7 January 2020

January Round Domestic Offers

Wednesday 15 January 2020

February Offer Rounds

Monday 3 February 2020 onwards

Radiation Science (Informatics)

Do you want to improve healthcare through data and technology? Monash is introducing a Bachelor of Radiation
Science (Informatics) degree in 2020. This new degree will provide students with training across medical radiation
sciences and information technology, including systems and data management. Students will be prepared for careers
in the growing field of health informatics and at the forefront of the next IT-lead breakthrough in health.
Find out more at Bachelor of Radiation Science (Informatics)

News from Deakin University
New Bachelor of Human Resources Management (Psychology)
The Bachelor of Human Resource Management (Psychology) will develop a students’ understanding of human
behaviour, giving them a broader perspective of the challenges faced in HR, while at the same time preparing them for
the realities of modern business. This course is particularly beneficial to students who are open to careers in both
human resources and psychology. By exploring the human mind in a business context, students will have a significant
advantage when performing key functions in their role in human resources (HR), from recruitment and workplace
negotiations, to creating high-performance environments.
To learn more visit Bachelor of Human Resources Management (Psychology).
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News from Victoria University

New - Speech and Language Sciences / Master of Speech Pathology
The new Bachelor of Speech and Language Sciences / Master of Speech Pathology course combines the practical
and theoretical study of communication and swallowing disorders with human development, human rights, and
principles of social justice to enable students to graduate as well-rounded practitioners. With plenty of opportunities for
practical learning throughout the degree, students will be prepared for work across complex and diverse settings. VCE
requirements for entry to this course are –
Units 3 and 4: a study score of at least 30 in English (EAL) or at least 25 in English other than EAL; Units 3 and 4: a
study score of at least 20 in two of Biology, Chemistry, Health and Human Development, any LOTE, any Mathematics,
Physics, Psychology, Sociology or Texts and Traditions.
The VTAC code for applying is 4301011051
Find out more at Bachelor of Speech and Language Sciences / Master of Speech Pathology

A New Pathway to Paramedicine
Due to the popularity of VU’s paramedicine courses, a new pathway has been created to ensure that students have the
best chance of reaching their career goals.
Students can now progress through the following steps to reach a bachelor degree:
Successfully complete Certificate III in Non-Emergency Patient Transport at our St Albans and Werribee
campuses. Applications for this course are open now for a February 2020 start. Admission criteria are a
current and valid driver’s license (min. probationary) and a literacy and numeracy test.
Apply for Diploma of Paramedical Sciences for 2020 mid-year intake. With credit obtained from the Certificate III,
students will be able to complete the Diploma in 6 months.
Pathway from the Diploma into second year of Bachelor of Paramedicine at the start of 2021.

Sports Degrees Information Night

Are you keen about a career in sport? At Holmesglen’s Sports Degrees Information Night, students can learn about its
industry-engaged sport degrees. Holmesglen offers the following sport-related degrees:
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Bachelor of Sports Media
This degree been designed to nurture students that aspire to work in the sports media industry. The course has four
streams: sport, media, journalism, and communications.
Graduates of this course can go on to careers such as –

•
•
•
•

sports journalist
social media coordinator
sports commentator

sport television producer
sports communications co-ordinator
Bachelor of Sport Business
This degree can lead to exciting careers in organisations such as Tennis Victoria, Basketball Victoria, Melbourne
Football Club and Melbourne Racing Club.

Mrs Vivienne Egan
Head of Pathways
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Community
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College Calendar – Upcoming Events
Sunday 20 October
Monday 21 October
Tuesday 22 October
Wednesday 23 October

Thursday 24 October
Friday 25 October
Monday 28 October
Tuesday 29 October

Wednesday 30 October

Thursday 31 October
Friday 1 November

Staff Enter Mental Health Walk
Year 7 and 10 Immunisations
Whole School - Y12 Final Mass and Graduation Assembly 9am
Year 8 Four Seasons Mountain Bike Ride 8ED
Reunion Class of 2009
Year 8 into 9 Parent Information Evening Valdocco 6.30pm-8.30pm
Year 9 and 10 Music Performance Evening Music House 6pm-8pm
College Board Meeting 6pm-9pm
World Teachers’ Day
Year 7 Retreat 7PR, 7OS, 7CA, 7ED Lysterfield
Blessed Michael Rua sdb (Memorial)
Year 8 Four Seasons Mountain Bike Ride 8CA
Guitar Performance Night Music House 6pm-8pm
Year 8 Four Seasons Mountain Bike Ride 8CA
Year 7 Retreat 7LE, 7OM,7CH Lysterfield
Kiribati Information Evening Chieri 6pm
Year 11 Music Performance Evening 6pm-8.30pm Music House
All Saints Day

College Calendar – Term Dates
Term 1
Thursday 31 January until Friday 5 April

Term 2
Tuesday 23 April until Thursday 27 June

Term 3

Term 4

Wednesday 17 July until Friday 20 Sept

Monday 7 October until

Tuesday 22 October
Friday 29 November
Friday 6 December

(Year 12s)
(Year 11s)
(Years 7-10)

Noone – Uniform Shop
2019 Uniform Shop Trading Hours
Monday 8.15am-2.00pm
Tuesday 12noon-4.00pm
Thursday 12noon-4.00pm

Contact Details
St Joseph’s College Ferntree Gully
(03) 9070 3914
stjosephftg@noone.com.au
https://www.noone.com.au/
All required uniforms are available from our Uniform Shop, located on property. Summer uniforms are required during
Terms 1 and 4 while Winter uniforms are required for Terms 2 and 3.
Noone now has ‘click and collect’ available for on-line purchases. For more information, follow the link to the information
sheet.
For further information outside uniform shop hours, please contact the Beaconsfield store – (03) 9769 9093.

stjosephs.com.au | news.stjosephs.com.au

